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THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ORDER, 1972

(PRESIDENT'S ORDER NO. 155 OF 1972).

[As amended up to 2013]
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Provided that the Returning Officer or the Presiding Officer, as the case may be, shall, as far as
practicable, endeavour to ensure the attendance of the said person at the time of doing the said act or
thing:

Provided further that, if a candidate or his election agent or polling agent is found absent at the time
of doing the said act or thing, the Returning Officer or the Presiding Officer, as the case may be,
shall immediately try to find out the reason of such absence and record the fact and communicate it
to the Commission together with his comments thereon, and shall endeavour to ensure such
attendance. ]

24. The Returning Officer shall, subject to any direction of the Commission, fix the hours during
which the poll shall be taken and give public notice or the hours so fixed.

25. (1) The Presiding Officer of a polling station shall stop the poll and inform the Returning
Officer that he has done so if-

(a) the poll at the polling station is, at any time, so interrupted.or obstructed for reason beyond the
control of the Presiding Officer that it cannot be resumed during the polling hours fixed under
Article 24: or

(b) any ballot box used at the polling station is unlawfully taken out of the custody of the Presiding
Officer, or is accidentally or intentionally destroyed or lost, or is damaged or tampered with to such
an extent that the result of the poll at the polling station cannot be ascertained.

(2) Where a poll has been stopped under clause (1), the Returning Officer shall immediately report
the circumstances to the Commission and the Commission shall direct a fresh poll at that polling
station, unless it is satisfied that the result of the election has been determined by the polling station,
taken with the results of the polling at other polling stations in the same constituency.

(3) Where the Commission orders a fresh poll under clause (2), the Returning Officer shall, with the
approval of the Commission—-

(a) appoint a day for a fresh poll and fix the place at which and the hours during which such fresh
poll shall be taken; and

(b) give public notice of the day so appointed and the place and hours so fixed.

(4) At a fresh poll taken under clause (3) at a polling station, all electors entitled to vote thereat shall
be allowed to vote and no vote cast at the poll stopped under clause (1) shall be counted; and the
provisions of this Order and the rules and orders made thereunder shall apply to such fresh poll.

26. An election under this Order shall be decided by secret ballot and, subject to the provisions of
Article 27, every elector shall cast his vote by inserting, in accordance with the provisions of this
Order, in the ballot box, a ballot paper in the prescribed form.

27. [ (1) The following person may cast their votes by postal ballot in such manner as may be
prescribed, namely:—-

() a person referred to in sub-sections (3) and (5) of section 8 of the Electoral Rolls Act, 2009 (LE3RE ]
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(b) a person appointed for the performance of any duty in connection with an election at a polling
station other than the one at which he is entitled to cast his vote; and

(c) a Bangladeshi voter living abroad.]
(2) An elector who, being entitled to do so, intends to cast his vote by postal ballot shall—-

(a) in the case of a person referred to in sub clause (a) 2[ and (c)] of clause (1), within fifteen days
from the date of the publication of the notification under Article 11, and

(b) in the case of a person referred to in sub clause (b) of that clause as soon as may be afler his
appointment,

apply to the Returning Officer of the constituency in which he is an elector for a ballot paper for
voting by postal ballot; and every such application shall specify the name of the elector, his address
and his serial number in the electoral roll. i

(3) The Returning Officer shall immediately upon the receipt of an application by an elector under
clause (2) sent by post to such elector a ballot paper and an envelope bearing on its face a form of
certificate of posting, showing the date thereof, to be filled in by the proper official of the Post
Office at the time of posting by the elector.

(4) An elector on receiving his ballot paper for voting by postal ballot shall in the prescribed manner
record his vote and after so recording post the ballot paper to the Returning Officer in the envelope
sent to him under clause (3) with minimum of delay.

28. (1) The Returning Officer shall provide each Presiding Officer with such number of ballot boxes
as may be necessary.

(2) The ballot boxes shall be of such material and design as may be approved by the Commission.

(3) Not more than one ballot box shall be used at a time for the purpose of the poll at any polling
station, or at any polling booth, where there are more than one polling booths at a polling station.

(4) At least half an hour before the time fixed for the commencement of the poll, the Presiding
Officer shall

(2) ensure that every ballot box to be used is empty;

[ (aa) deliver such empty ballot box to the Assistant Presiding Officer or Polling Officer recording
the serial number of the concerne ballot box and the serial number of the seal thereon and obtaining
signature of the receiver in the respective column of the prescribed form and endeavour to obtain
signature of the agents of candidates who is willing to put signature on the said form;]

(b) show the empty ballot box to the contesting candidates and their election agents and polling
agents whoever may be present;

(c) after the ballot box has been shown to be empty, close and seal it; and

(d) place the ballot box so as to be conveniently accessible to the elector, and at the same time
within the sight of himself and of such candidates or their election or polling agents as may be
present.
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